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 Chester Garfield Vernier, 1881-1949
 Chester Garfield Vernier, Emeritus Professor of Law, died on
 March 5, 1949. Professor Vernier was born in Ansonia, Ohio, on
 January I9, i88i. He received the degree of Bachelor of Arts from
 Butler College in 1904 and the degrees of Bachelor of Philosophy
 in I904 and Juris Doctor, cum laude, in 1907 from the University
 of Chicago-the latter with one of the highest scholastic averages
 in the history of the school. The following year he served as In-
 structor in Law at the University of Indiana, followed by one year
 as Professor of Law at the University of Nebraska, two years as
 Professor at Indiana and six years at the University of Illinois.
 He joined the Stanford faculty as Professor of Law in 19I7 and
 served continuously until his retirement in 1946.
 Professor Vernier was a scholar of first rank and attained dis-
 tinction in three fields-criminal law and criminology, commer-
 cial law, and family law. His research was characterized by great
 thoroughness and attention to detail. He never expressed a pro-
 fessional opinion without first exploring every avenue of informa-
 tion. Coupled with this attribute was a fine sense of discrimination
 and sound practical judgment. As a consequence, his opinion
 carried weight and he was instrumental in bringing about nu-
 merous reforms in the fields in which he was expert. Thus, sev-
 eral of his recommendations made some years ago regarding the
 criminal law of California have been enacted into law. In this
 same field he was one of the founders of the American Institute
 of Criminal Law and Criminology and associate editor of its Jour-
 nal for more than twenty years.
 In the commercial law field his work related to negotiable
 instruments and sales of goods. In the former he contributed to
 the revision of the uniform act codifying the law.
 His greatest contribution, however, was in the field of family
 law. In I9I2 he published his casebook on marriage and divorce,
 and between I93I and I938 wrote a six volume treatise on Ameri-
 can Family Laws which is the definitive work on the subject. The
 thoroughness of his research is exemplified in this study. It has
 been the subject of a great many reviews by other scholars and
 none finds any basis upon which to question his statements as to
 the law. His constructive suggestions for improvement in the law
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 are steadily being adopted in one state after another. His work
 on this subject led to his being invited to become a charter mem-
 ber of the National Conference on Family Relations.
 In addition to the writings mentioned above, he found time
 to contribute articles and many notes to various law reviews and
 other professional publications.
 As a teacher, Professor Vernier was exacting. He was re-
 spected by his students for his scholarship, and was admired for
 his personal qualities. His colleagues held him in similar esteem.
 He was a friendly, gregarious man who thoroughly enjoyed the
 relaxation of games such as tennis, golf, bridge, and billiards, in
 all of which he had proficiency. Although he usually had well-
 defined views governing personal conduct and professional prob-
 lems, he was invariably fair-minded and objective in all matters
 and never insisted upon imposing his views upon others. Within
 his faculty group when decisions went against his ideas, he loyally
 co-operated in working out the action of the majority. Those who
 worked closely with him over the years developed a high regard
 for him professionally and a deep affection for him personally.
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